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In this edition we get to know more about Delia Coker, a relatively new Chaplain 
with Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue.

1.  Tell us a bit  about  yourself :
I grew up in Hillsboro, Oregon in a tough family environment.  I dealt with all types of abuse 
throughout my youth and spent portions of my teenage years living with friends or in my car.  
Fortunately, I got accepted into the Hillsboro Police Cadet program and started at a young age 
being involved with law enforcement.  After high school, I worked for the Washington County 
Sheriff?s office while obtaining my Bachelors Degree. I decided to follow Jesus in my 30?s when I 
was at a very low place in my life and my relationship with God has been a key driver in my life 
lately.  Since the birth of my daughter I have been a stay at home mom with my two children and 
I?m currently working on getting my MDiv from Western Seminary.

2.  Why did you decide t o becom e a Public Safet y Chaplain?
My husband is a firefighter and I have a police background so I have always had a heart for First 
Responders.  Honestly though, I wasn?t sure what a First Responder Chaplain was but one morning 
God put it on my heart that is what I needed to become.  Through a series of events, I met Katelyn, 
a PSC Chaplain at TVF&R, and then got plugged into TVF&R Chaplaincy and Public Safety 
Chaplaincy. I have found Chaplaincy is a natural fit with my love for First Responders and my ability 
to connect and help people in crisis.

3.  What  has been your  exper ience so far  as a Chaplain?
I have been active with TVF&R for over 6 months now and unfortunately have had some really 
tough calls.  One of my hardest events was being called to a scene where a baby had died.  This 
really hit me hard because of the family grief but also because of some similar personal 
experiences in my own life.  It was amazing though how God used me to support the family during 
this crisis.

4.  How can we be praying for  you?
I can use prayer about my future. I know God has called me to get an MDIv, work with First 
Responders and work with women and girls in need of healing. I am not sure how all those will be 
woven together in my life but I am confident that God does!



TO DONATE

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE FUND

Your generosity allows us to continue to provide assistance funds in the form of gift cards to 
those in the community who are experiencing a tough short term situation.  Below is a story 
submitted by Chaplain Alex Cross from West Linn highlighting only one of many examples of 
the Community Assistance fund in action.

A frantic 911 call one evening brought me into this family?s lives.  The following morning 
officers located the deceased off the side of a woodland trail near their home.  He had seen 
his business disappear because of Covid-19 impacts.  His wife and teenage daughter were in 
shock; wondering how this could have happened.  I spent hours with them, sorting out funeral 
arrangements and other time sensitive matters.  I drove home with a heavy heart and then 
realized PSC had given me a tool I didn?t use.  I returned and shared a gift card that would take 
care of meals that evening and possibly the next day.  It is a tremendous blessing to have the 
ability to serve others in a practical way during crisis times.

You may support any of our Chaplains, the Community Assistance Fund or our General Fund by 
giving on-line at www.publicsafetychaplaincy.com or sending a check to 1500 NW 167th place, 
Beaverton, OR 97006.  We thank each of you so much for your ongoing generosity to our ministry.

FROM THE FRONT LINES

Public Safet y Chaplaincy present s ?From  t he Front  Lines?

Ever wonder what it is really like as a First Responder in this crazy world we live in?   In 2021 
PSC is going to be offering quarterly live video updates with an inside glimpse to life in the 
trenches for our police officers, fire fighters and 911 dispatchers.  

Our first session will be Thursday, Apr i l  1, 2021 f rom  7-7:45 pm . We will focus our discussion 
on the current state of policing and where it is heading.  Join Deputy Chief of Police (ret.) Bob 
Day as he interviews three distinguished guests ? Portland Police Bureau Chief Chuck Lovell, 
an officer from a local police department, and Clackamas County Chaplain Mike Vermace.  

We believe this fast moving and candid discussion will inspire and encourage you.  Please 
register at the following link so that you can receive the zoom invite.  

We look forward to seeing you on Thursday, Apr i l  1st !

Registration Link  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_515q3_VwR0iWh9LfbRK58Q
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_515q3_VwR0iWh9LfbRK58Q
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