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Today we are interviewing Jim McGuire who has been a Chaplain with the 
Beaverton Police Department (BPD) for the past 9 years.

What  was your  background before you becam e a Chaplain?  
I started out pursuing a medical career but then shifted into ministry and spent 33 years at Village 
Baptist Church in Beaverton in a variety of senior leadership roles.

What  led you t o becom e a Chaplain w it h BPD?
For my last few years as a pastor, I felt God drawing me into something new.  I was approached by 
the BPD to take the role I am in now and it took a while, but I was finally convinced this was where 
God wanted me.  I have always been pro-law enforcement and I felt my pastoral counseling 
background could help the officers.

What  roles do you play as a Chaplain?
My main responsibility is helping officers cope with what they see and hear every day and how this 
affects them both personally and professionally.  I build relationships primarily by riding regularly 
with officers and getting to know them at a deeper level which allows me to be a credible voice in 
their life.  I also provide support to the local community with critical incidents or loss of a loved one.

How have you seen your  ef for t s over  t he past  9 years helped t he em ployees of  BPD and t he 
com m unit y of  Beaver t on?
One of my officers said allowing me to ride with him was like having a life coach in the car.  I try to 
provide wise perspective to the officers, and I often coach them to not let people rob them of their 
joy and instead focus on the blessings they have.

How has t he wor ld of  law  enforcem ent  changed since you t ook  t h is role? 
It has become a more challenging environment with the increase in mental health issues and 
personal accountability among individuals deteriorating.  Unfortunately, this is leading to an 
increase in officers looking for different careers.

What  can t he PSC donors do t o help t heir  local law  enforcem ent ?
One of the best areas of support is through the PSC Community Assistance fund.  Donations to this 
fund allow me and my officers to support the community in times where they need short term 
assistance.



TO DONATE

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE FUND UPDATE

Through generous donations from individuals and churches, PSC is blessed to be able to provide an 
easy way for First Responders and Chaplains to give short term financial relief to community members 
going through a crisis.  

A police officer serving an agency in Washington County recently relayed how having access to the 
community assistance funds helped him have a very positive interaction with a woman and a child 
living out of their car due to a short term homeless situation.  ?When I gave her the gift cards for a 
breakfast and a tank of gas, she started crying out of surprise and happiness?.  

Thank you for your ongoing support of PSC?s community assistance fund.  You are making a difference 
in people?s lives.

FROM THE FRONT LINES

Wildfires. While not a new occurrence, they seem to be coming at a faster pace each summer as the 

Western States have higher temperatures and lower readiness.  The devastation in human life, property 

and livestock from wildfires has created economic and emotional devastation across Oregon.

Join Public Safety Chaplaincy on Thursday, September 30, 2021 at 7 pm for a ?From the Front Lines ? 

Firefighting? virtual forum where you will hear from Fire Fighters and Chaplains who will brief us on their 

latest experiences with wildfires.  Hear stories of tragedy as well as hope as Assistant TVF&R Fire Chief 

and PSC board member, Mark Havener, interviews a number of individuals who have been personally 

involved with recent firefighting efforts.

We all need to think through not only how our own behavior affects the dry, tinder conditions but how 

we can help.  Please register here to sign up for this webinar; we believe you will be encouraged.

Click here to register. 

Jim McGuire interview continued from page 1.

How can we be praying for  you and t he Beaver t on Police Dept ?

Please pray that public misperceptions about law enforcement will be eliminated and the truth about 
what these men and women really do will come out.  For me personally, pray that I finish well 
and continue to be a light throughout the remainder of my tenure.

You may support any of our Chaplains, the Community Assistance Fund or our General Fund by 
giving on-line at www.publicsafetychaplaincy.com or sending a check to 1500 NW 167th Place, 
Beaverton, OR 97006.  We thank each of you so much for your ongoing generosity to our ministry.

https://tinyurl.com/4kc9bzdp
https://tinyurl.com/4kc9bzdp
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